of the Brazilian electrochemistry community. Then, it was decided to carry out the SIBEE in several regions of the country to promote the development of the electrochemistry. Maragogi in Alagoas (1999) , Gramado in Rio Grande do Sul (2001) , Araraquara in São Paulo (2002) , Teresópolis in Rio de Janeiro (2003) , and Londrina in Paraná (2005) were the scenarios of the following editions. Between 2007 and 2011, the SIBEE was held in Águas de Lindóia in São Paulo, Fortaleza in Ceara, and Bento Gonçalves in Rio Grande do Sul, evidencing the evolution of new groups of electrochemistry and electroanalytical chemistry throughout the country. In the year 2013, the XIX edition was organized in Campos do Jordão in São Paulo, while the XX SIBEE was held in Minas Gerais in 2015, in the city of Uberlândia. In all editions, the main objective was the initial feature established by the founders: Bto prioritize the quality and accuracy of the discussions of the works presented, seeking to bring scientists of recognized competence to deliver lectures and discuss science at the highest level^.
Thus, this special issue is to celebrate the consolidation of an idea, to recognize the participation of the Brazilian Society of Electrochemistry and Electroanalysis (Sociedade Brasileira de Eletroquímica e Eletroanalítica (SBEE)) in the organization, and to highlight the realization of the XXI SIBEE in April 2017, for the first time, in the city of Natal, Rio Grande do Norte, Brazil. On that occasion, 563 communications (oral and poster), 36 keynotes, and 8 plenary lectures were presented, with 577 participants and covering virtually all sub-areas of electrochemistry. It was a high standard scientific meeting that gave to all participants an excellent atmosphere to discuss electrochemistry, to meet people, and to interchange experiences. Also, smartphone app powered by Galoá ® was used for the first time at XXI SIBEE, and we are pleased with its success. 
